
DSATM STUDY TOUR - 2016 MAHARASHTRA



OVERVIEW

With the support of our Principal Dr. B R Lakshmikantha, and the directions of the Director, Prof.
Gaddam Ramesh, the students of SOA-DSATM undertook a 7 day study tour to Maharashtra, from 21st

to the 28th of August 2016. They visited monuments in Pune, Ahmednagar, Aurangabad and Lonavala in 
Maharashtra. The study tour was undertaken by the students of 2nd and 4th semester along with 3 of our 
faculty members who accompanied them.
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DAY 1

Bhuleshwar is a Hindu temple of Shiva,

situated around 45 kilometres from Pune

and 10km from Pune Solapur highway

from Yawat. The temple is situated on

a hill and was built in the 13th century.

There are classical carvings on the walls.

It has been declared as a protected

monument. Bhuleshwar has a mythological &

historical significance. Originally, it was a fort

which was called as 'Mangalgadh'. It is said that

Parvati danced for Shiva and from here they went

to Kailash and got married. This place is crowded

during Mahashivratri.



DAY 1

Shaniwarwada is an 18th-century fortification in the 

city of Pune in Maharashtra, India. 

Built in 1732, it was the seat of the Peshwa

rulers of the Maratha Empire until 1818, when the 

Peshwas lost control to the East India Company

after the Third Anglo-Maratha War. Following the

rise of the Maratha Empire, the palace became 

the center of Indian politics in the 18th century.

The fort itself was largely destroyed in 1828 by 

an unexplained fire, but the surviving structures 

are now maintained as a tourist site.



DAY 2

The Aga Khan Palace was built by

Sultan Muhammed Shah Aga Khan III in

Pune, India. Built in 1892, it is one of the 

biggest landmarks in Indian history. The 

palace was an act of charity by the Sultan 

who wanted to help the poor in the 

neighbouring areas of Pune, who were 

drastically hit by famine. Aga Khan Palace

is a majestic building and is considered to 

be one of the greatest marvels of India.

The palace is closely linked to the Indian 

freedom movement as it served as a prison 

for Mahatma Gandhi, his wife Kasturba 

Gandhi, his secretary Mahadev Desai and

Sarojini Naidu. It is also the place where 

Kasturba Gandhi and Mahadev Desai died.



DAY 2

The Tomb of Salabat Khan II is a three-storey stone

structure situated on the crest of a hill, 13 km from

Ahmednagar, Maharashtra, India. The tomb is about

3080 feet above sea level on the top of a hill, 700 

and 800 feet above the city, offering good views of 

the surrounding landscape and visible from almost 

anywhere in the city. It is believed that the structure 

was planned to be seven-storey but only three were 

built. The building is plain and having Eight sided 

platform. By the simple contrivance of a stone terrace 

built about twelve feet high and 100 yards broad the 

tomb seems to rise with considerable dignity from the 

centre of an octagon. The tomb has angular holes so 

placed that rising and setting sunlight falls on it. It is 

an octagonal dome surrounded by a three storeyed 

veranda.



DAY 3

The Bibi Ka Maqbara is a tomb located in

Aurangabad, Maharashtra, India. It was built 

by Azam Shah, son of Aurangzeb, in 1678 in 

memory of his mother, Dilras Banu Begum. It bears 

a striking resemblance to the famous Taj Mahal,

the mausoleum of his grandmother, Mumtaz Mahal. 

Aurangzeb was not very interested in architecture, 

though he had built the small, but elegant,

Pearl Mosque at Delhi. The Bibi Ka Maqbara 

was the largest structure that he had to his credit.[

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bibi_Ka_Maqbara#cite_note-Eraly-3


DAY 3

Panchakki,also known as the water mill, takes 

its name from the mill which used to grind grain 

for the pilgrims. This monument located in

Aurangabad, Maharashtra, displays the scientific 

thought process put in medieval Indian architecture. 

It was designed to generate energy via water 

brought down from a spring on a mountain. The 

building, attached to the dargah of Baba Shah 

Musafir a Sufi saint is located in a garden near 

the Mahmud Darvaza and consist of a mosque, a 

madrissa, a kacheri, a minister's house, a sarai and

houses for zananas.



DAY 3

Ellora is one of the largest rock-cut monastery-temple 

caves complexes in the world, and a UNESCO World 

Heritage Site in Maharashtra, India. The site presents 

monuments and artwork of Buddhism, Hinduism and

Jainism from the 600-1000 CE period. Cave 16 of Ellora

features the largest single monolithic rock excavation in 

the world, the Kailasha temple, a chariot shaped 

monument dedicated to Shiva. The site features over 

100 caves, of which 34 caves are open to public. These 

were excavated out of the vertical basalt cliff in the 

Charanandri hills. These consist of 12 Buddhist, 17 

Hindu and 5 Jain caves.



DAY 3

The hill-fortress of Daulatabad stands on a conical

hill, about 200 meters high. Much of the lower 

slopes of the hill has been cut away by Yadava 

dynasty rulers to leave 50 meter vertical sides to 

improve defenses. The fort is a place of extraordinary 

strength. The only means of access to the summit is by 

a narrow bridge, with passage for not more than two 

people abreast, and a long gallery, excavated in the 

rock, which has for the most part a very gradual 

upward slope. About midway along this gallery, 

the access gallery has steep stairs, the top of which 

is covered by a grating destined in time of war to 

form the hearth of a huge fire kept burning by the 

garrison above. At the summit, and at intervals on the 

slope, are specimens of massive old cannon facing out 

over the surrounding countryside. Also at the mid way, 

there is a cave entrance meant to confuse the enemies.



DAY 4

Lonar Lake is a saline soda lake located at Lonar in

Buldhana district, Maharashtra, India, which was created 

by a meteor impact during the Pleistocene Epoch and it 

is the only known hyper velocity impact crater in basaltic 

rock anywhere on Earth. This lake, which lies in a basalt

impact structure, is both saline and alkaline in nature. 

Geologists, ecologists, archaeologists, naturalists and 

astronomers have published studies of various aspects of 

this crater lake ecosystem. Lonar Lake has a mean diameter 

of 1.2 kilometres and is about 137 metres below the crater 

rim. The meteor crater rim is about 1.8 kilometres in diameter.



DAY 5

The Ajanta Caves in Aurangabad district of Maharashtra

state of India are about 30 rock-cut Buddhist cave 

monuments which date from the 2nd century BCE to about 

480 or 650 CE. The caves include paintings and rock cut 

sculptures described as among the finest surviving examples

of ancient Indian art, particularly expressive painting that 

present emotion through gesture, pose and form. According to 

UNESCO, these are masterpieces of Buddhist religious art

that influenced Indian art that followed. The caves were built

in two phases, the first group starting around the 2nd century 

BC, while the second group of caves built around 400–650 

AD according to older accounts



DAY 6



DAY 7

The Karla Caves are a complex of ancient

Indian Buddhist rock-cut cave shrines located 

in Karli near Lonavala, Maharashtra. The shrines 

were developed over the period – from the 2nd 

century BC to the 5th century AD. The oldest of 

the cave shrines is believed to date back to 160 

BC, having arisen near a major ancient trade route, 

running eastward from the Arabian Sea into the

Deccan. Karli's location in Maharashtra places it in 

a region that marks the division between North India

and South India.
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